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ABSTRACT

By comparing the changes in connotation for the concepts of absolute poverty
and relative poverty as well as their empirical indicators, this study reviews
different arguments of the causes and consequences of poverty derived
from the social Darwinism theory, poverty culture theory, poverty social
environment theory, Marxism, conflict theory, functionalism theory, and social
exclusion theory under the two paradigms of individualism and structuralism;
and further proposes five principles for the theoretical development, empirical

research design, and policy making in relative poverty governance in China.
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