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The regional disparities and macro mechanisms
of attention to scientific research talents:
Based on panel analysis of big data from search engines

Wei Zhou Boyang Zhang Zhihui Fu

ABSTRACT

Talent recruitment has become a pivotal aspect of public governance
across China in recent years. This study utilizes extensive data from Baidu
searches for scientific titles to meticulously construct a comprehensive Talent
Attention Index at the prefectural level nationwide. It not only scrutinizes the
spatiotemporal intricacies of contemporary China's focus on talent titles but
also delves into the overarching macro-level impact mechanisms at the city
level. The research reveals a consistent upward trajectory in attention towards
academicians of the Chinese Academy of Sciences and Changjiang Scholars at
the city level, reflecting a growing recognition of their significance. Moreover,
coastal provinces in eastern China stand out with notably higher levels of
talent attention at the provincial level. In-depth analysis employing a two-way
fixed effects panel model uncovers significant positive influences of economic
development, internationalization, and informatization indices on the attention
directed towards academicians of the Chinese Academy of Sciences and

Changjiang Scholars.
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