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The intergenerational support for parents and parents-in-law
—Characteristic differences and influence factors

Fan YANG Nan SUN

ABSTRACT

As the actual bearers of family responsibility for the elderly, there is a shift from
"son" to "son and daughter". Meanwhile, son-in-law and daughter-in-law, as an
important component of kinship network, have an impact on the intergenerational
support available to the elderly. Since married individuals are faced with the
problem of how to allocate family resources for parents and parents-in-law, is
there a difference between supports for them? What is the logic of allocation and
what factors influence intergenerational support for parents-in-law? These are
questions that our study tries to explore. Drawing on the data from the 2006 and
2017 China General Social Survey (CGSS), our study finds that both men and
urban women favor their own parents in terms of financial support and daily care,
but for rural women, there is no significant difference between daily cares they
provide for parents and parents-in-law. Compared to men, women show a weaker
preference for their own parents. Over time, married individuals' intergenerational
support tends to be more favorable to their own parents, and this trend is more
pronounced for women in terms of financial support. Exchange relationship
exists in intergenerational support, which is more pronounced between married
individuals and their parents-in-law. In addition, there is a significant positive
relationship between marital quality and financial intergenerational support for the
parents-in-law. The higher the individual's marital satisfaction, the more frequent

the financial support to the parents-in-law.
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